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Introducing Your Chairs 
Deputy-Chair 
Juuls den Uijl 

Hey, I’m Juuls den Uijl your Deputy-Chair for the weekend. I was born in The 
Netherland, Nijmegen, and still live here. I am now a student at the Kandinsky 

College in Nijmegen and I’m now in my 5th year. Model United Nations became a 
hobby of mine after I three years ago participated for the first time. Since then, I 

usually do around 2 MUN’s per year. I’m very excited to fulfill the position as 
Deputy-Chair with my amazing Main-Chair Meike Clahsen. This will be my first-
time chairing, even though I participated in around 6 other mun’s, I never came 

up with the idea to be a chair. I think it’s going to be an amazing weekend, and 
I’m very excited to meet you all, see you in February!!



 

 

 

An Introduction To The Topic 
The discussion surrounding the oppression of indigenous peoples in Asia is 

a critical exploration of historical injustices, systemic discrimination, and 
contemporary challenges faced by native communities across the diverse 
landscapes of the continent. From the impacts of European colonialism to 

struggles for land rights, cultural preservation, and social justice, the narrative 
encompasses a complex interplay of historical, political, economic, and cultural 

factors. This topic delves into the experiences of indigenous populations, shedding 
light on the persistent disparities they face, as well as the ongoing efforts to 

address these issues through international frameworks, advocacy, and 
community-driven initiatives.  



 

 

 

Definition of Key Terms 
Indigenous People 

Indigenous people are the original inhabitants of a region, often with 
distinct cultures, languages, and traditions. In Asia, they face historical and 
contemporary challenges, including land dispossession, cultural erosion, and 

discrimination, as a result of colonial legacies and modern pressures. 
 

Colonialism 
Powerful foreign countries controlled and mistreated indigenous people and 

their lands in colonies, changing the lives and cultures of indigenous communities 
in Asia. 

 
Land Dispossession 

Indigenous communities losing their ancestral lands, often due to colonial 
powers, post-colonial governments, or big companies, disrupting their traditional 

ways of living. 
 

Cultural Erosion 
Slow loss of indigenous cultures, languages, and traditions, caused by 

external influences like colonial impositions, globalization, and assimilation 
policies. 

 
Assimilation Policies 

Governments trying to make different groups the same in terms of culture, 

language, or social norms, often suppressing the languages and cultural practices 
of indigenous peoples in Asia. 

 
Land Rights Struggles 

Ongoing efforts by indigenous communities to assert their rights to 
ancestral lands, especially when facing threats like government policies, building 

projects, or resource exploitation. Involves legal fights, activism, and community 
action. 

 
Environmental Exploitation 

Unsustainable use or extraction of natural resources from indigenous lands, 
harming the environment and negatively impacting the lives of indigenous 

communities that rely on it for their culture and survival. 
 

  



 

 

A General Overview of the Issue 
The struggles faced by indigenous peoples in Asia have deep historical roots 

and persist today due to ongoing injustices. Throughout the diverse landscapes of 

Asia, these communities continue to grapple with the lasting effects of European 
colonialism, leading to problems like losing their land, cultural traditions fading, 

and economic struggles. 
 

The challenges they face are interconnected and complex. Disputes over land 
rights, damage to the environment, and unfair practices all contribute to the 
vulnerability of indigenous communities. Often, governments don't do enough to 

recognize and protect the rights of indigenous peoples, keeping them in cycles of 
poverty and limiting their access to education, healthcare, and economic 

opportunities. 
 

While there are international guidelines, like the UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples, that should help address these challenges, there's still a big 

gap between what's on paper and what happens in reality. Bridging this gap 
requires focused efforts. The fight for indigenous rights is a global concern, and 

building understanding and solidarity is crucial for bringing about real change. 
 

Despite the challenges, indigenous populations in Asia show incredible resilience. 
They actively engage in activism, work to preserve their cultures, and lead 

community-driven initiatives to reclaim their identities and protect their heritage. 
The conversation about the oppression of indigenous peoples in Asia is vital on the 

global stage, contributing to discussions about human rights, social justice, and 
the need for fair and inclusive policies. 

 
Recognizing the many facets of this issue is crucial for creating a fairer and more 
inclusive future for indigenous communities in Asia. By tackling the root causes, 

raising awareness, and actively supporting their rights, we have the chance to 
contribute to a positive shift toward a more equitable and harmonious 

coexistence. 

  



 

 

Historical Background 
European Colonialism (18th-19th centuries) 

The oppression of indigenous peoples in Asia has deep historical roots 

linked to European colonialism, which occurred primarily during the 18th and 19th 
centuries. European powers like the British, Dutch, French, and Portuguese aimed 

to expand their empires across Asia, resulting in the displacement and 
dispossession of indigenous communities from their ancestral lands. 

 
Impact on Indigenous Communities (18th-19th centuries) 

European colonial powers exploited Asia's resources, leading to land 

dispossession and economic exploitation. Plantations, mining operations, and 
other industries disrupted traditional livelihoods and social structures, while the 

imposition of Western cultural norms, religions, and education systems 
contributed to the erosion of indigenous cultures. 

 
Consequences of World Wars (20th century) 

The two World Wars in the 20th century had profound consequences for 
indigenous communities in Asia, causing forced labor, displacement, and 

economic hardships. 
 

Post-Colonial Challenges (20th century) 
After gaining independence, many Asian countries faced the challenge of 

nation-building, leaving indigenous communities marginalized as post-colonial 
governments prioritized economic development. Some governments implemented 

assimilation policies, suppressing indigenous cultures and identities. 
 

Land Rights and Environmental Exploitation (20th-21st centuries) 
Indigenous peoples across Asia consistently face land rights struggles due 

to governments' development projects. Their lands, rich in biodiversity, become 

targets for environmental exploitation, leading to conflicts as indigenous 
communities resist displacement in the name of environmental protection. 

 
Globalization and Modernization (20th-21st centuries) 

Globalization and modernization, driven by multinational corporations, 
further impact indigenous communities, contributing to their exclusion and the 

transformation of traditional ways of life. 
 

International Recognition and Activism (Late 20th century - 21st century) 
In recent decades, there has been growing international recognition of the 

rights of indigenous peoples. Efforts by indigenous activists, NGOs, and 
international organizations, advocating for frameworks like the UN Declaration on 

the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, aim to address historical injustices and current 
challenges. 

 
Importance of Historical Understanding 

Understanding the historical background of the oppression of indigenous 
peoples in Asia is crucial for addressing contemporary challenges. It provides 

context for ongoing struggles, informing efforts toward justice, recognition, and 
the protection of indigenous rights. 



 

 

Major Parties Involved 
Indigenous Peoples 

Indigenous communities themselves are central to the issue. They are directly 

affected by oppressive policies, land dispossession, discrimination, and cultural 
erosion. Indigenous peoples often play an active role in advocating for their rights 

and working towards solutions. 
 

Governments and State Authorities 
National governments and state authorities in Asian countries are key 

actors. Their policies, laws, and actions can either protect or contribute to the 

oppression of indigenous peoples. Addressing the issue requires collaboration and 
commitment from governments to recognize and protect indigenous rights. 

 
International Organizations 

International organizations, such as the United Nations and its specialized 
agencies like the International Labour Organization (ILO), play a crucial role in 

setting global standards and advocating for the rights of indigenous peoples. They 
provide guidelines that can influence national policies. 

 
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 

NGOs focusing on human rights, indigenous rights, and environmental 
justice are actively involved in addressing the oppression of indigenous peoples. 

Organizations like Survival International, Cultural Survival, and local NGOs work 
on advocacy, awareness, and support for indigenous communities. 

 
Corporate Entities 

Companies involved in industries such as mining, logging, agriculture, and 
infrastructure development often interact with indigenous lands. The impact of 
corporate activities on indigenous rights and the environment can be significant. 

Some companies engage in corporate social responsibility (CSR) initiatives to 
address these issues. 

 
Activists and Advocacy Groups 

Activists and advocacy groups, both indigenous and non-indigenous, work 
to raise awareness about the oppression of indigenous peoples. They often 

mobilize public support, engage in campaigns, and put pressure on governments 
and corporations to address the concerns of indigenous communities. 

 
Media and Journalists 

Media organizations and journalists contribute to shaping public opinion and 
influencing policy discussions. Coverage of issues related to the oppression of 

indigenous peoples can bring attention to their struggles and the need for action. 
 

Local Communities and Civil Society 
Local communities residing near, or alongside indigenous territories may be 

directly impacted by the issues at hand. Civil society organizations often work to 
support indigenous causes and address social and economic disparities. 



 

 

Previous Attempts to Solve 

the Issue 
International Labour Organization (ILO) Convention 169 (1989) 

ILO Convention 169 is a landmark international treaty that focuses on the 

rights of indigenous and tribal peoples. It recognizes their right to participate in 
decision-making processes that affect them and emphasizes the importance of 

protecting their cultural integrity and land rights.  
 

United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
(UNDRIP) (2007) 

UNDRIP is a comprehensive document that outlines the collective and 
individual rights of indigenous peoples. It addresses issues such as self-

determination, land rights, and cultural preservation. While it is not legally 
binding, it serves as a guideline for promoting and protecting the rights of 

indigenous communities. 
 
National Recognition and Protection 

Some Asian countries have introduced laws to address the concerns of 
indigenous peoples. For instance, Nepal recognized indigenous rights in its 2015 

constitution, while India's 2006 Forest Rights Act acknowledges the rights of 
scheduled tribes and traditional forest dwellers. 

 
Legal Victories for Indigenous Rights 

Court cases, such as the Dongria Kondh's battle against bauxite mining in 
India, resulted in legal victories acknowledging indigenous communities' rights to 

decide on land use, showcasing the impact of legal challenges on indigenous 
rights. 

 
Indigenous Activism for Rights 

Indigenous communities and groups like the Indigenous Peoples' Movement 
for Self-Determination and Liberation (IPMSDL) and the Asia Indigenous Peoples 

Pact (AIPP) actively advocate for their rights, working to raise awareness, build 
solidarity, and push for policy changes. 

 
Global Collaboration for Indigenous Voices 

Indigenous organizations collaborate with international bodies, NGOs, and 

human rights organizations to globally amplify their concerns. Through such 
partnerships, they aim to exert pressure on governments to address indigenous 

issues and adhere to international standards. 
  



 

 

Possible Solutions For The Issue 
Legal Reforms and Recognition 

Strengthen legal structures to recognize and protect the land rights and 

cultural heritage of indigenous peoples. 
 

Secure Land Tenure 
Ensure secure land tenure for indigenous communities, safeguarding them 

from forced displacement and encroachment. 
 
Inclusive Decision-Making 

Involve indigenous peoples in decision-making processes regarding land 
use, resource management, and environmental conservation. 

 
Promotion of Education and Awareness 

Promote awareness and understanding of indigenous cultures, history, and 
contributions to combat stereotypes and discrimination. 

 
Integration of Indigenous Perspectives in Education 

Integrate indigenous perspectives and knowledge into formal education 
systems to preserve and celebrate cultural diversity. 

 
Economic Empowerment Policies 

Implement policies promoting economic empowerment for indigenous 
communities, including access to education, healthcare, and sustainable livelihood 

opportunities. 
 

Respect for Traditional Practices  
Encourage fair and inclusive economic development that respects the 

traditional practices and values of indigenous peoples. 

 
Meaningful Political Representation 

Ensure meaningful representation of indigenous peoples in political 
institutions and decision-making bodies. 

 
Facilitation of Conflict Resolution 

Facilitate peaceful resolution of conflicts affecting indigenous communities, 
including land disputes or armed conflicts in their regions. 

 
 

  



 

 

Timeline Of Key Events 
Pre-Colonial Era (Before 19th Century) 

Indigenous communities in various regions of Asia thrive with diverse cultures, 

languages, and traditional practices. 
 

Colonial Period (19th to Mid-20th Century) 
European powers colonize parts of Asia, leading to the displacement and 

oppression of indigenous populations. 
 
Post-Independence Movements (Mid-20th Century) 

Many Asian countries gain independence, but indigenous peoples continue 
to face challenges as new governments implement policies affecting their lands 

and rights. 
 

Land Disputes and Encroachment (20th Century - Present) 
Indigenous communities experience land dispossession and encroachment 

due to infrastructure projects, resource extraction, and urbanization. 
 

Indigenous Rights Movements (Late 20th Century - Present) 
Indigenous groups and activists mobilize for the recognition of their rights, 

leading to the development of international frameworks such as the UN 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). 

 
Environmental Impact and Conservation (Late 20th Century - Present) 

Indigenous communities become frontline defenders of their ecosystems, 
facing challenges from deforestation, mining, and other forms of environmental 

degradation. 
 
Cultural Erosion and Preservation (20th Century - Present) 

Globalization and modernization contribute to the erosion of indigenous 
cultures, prompting efforts to preserve languages, traditions, and heritage. 

 
Government Policies and Discrimination (20th Century - Present) 

Various government policies may discriminate against indigenous 
populations, limiting their access to education, healthcare, and economic 

opportunities. 
 

Contemporary Activism and Challenges (21st Century)  
Ongoing struggles for land rights, cultural preservation, and social justice 

continue, with indigenous communities actively engaged in advocacy. 
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